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IMPORTANCE OF CHECKPOINTS
Ever since the 911 terrorist attack, the United States has been vigilant on all the entry points like borders, airports, seaports, and rails into the US. The government has established checkpoints on all borders into the states. The checkpoints appear to be more in the US-Mexico borders with increased border patrols especially in Texas and Rio Grande Valley(RGV) as compared to any other part of the country. The 4th Amendment protects US citizens from unreasonable searches and seizures and allows them to be secure in their homes, houses, and freedom of movement. Despite the 4th Amendment rights, people need to know the importance of checkpoints. 
Checkpoints help in the prevention of entry of individuals who pose threat to the safety of American citizens.  Different people across the border for different reasons such as education, touring, and business purposes among others. Not all these people have good intentions since through business dealings, one may bring into the country illegal goods, some come with terrorist intentions, and some have criminal backgrounds and maybe escaping from their own countries. For these reasons, the government sets up border control and patrol systems to prevent the entry of illegal aliens into the United States. As much as it is important for checkpoints, the security agents may take advantage of their power to do illegal searches to harass citizens and immigrants, and allow unauthorized entry of aliens and illegal goods in the country at a fee. According to (Dahl, 2018), checkpoints help the police in identifying drunk drivers and the reduction of road accidents due to drunk driving.  
The 4th Amendment rights protect citizens but the citizens need to understand that checkpoints are the benefit of all US citizens. Security of one means security for all. If a terrorist is prevented from entering the country or a drunk driver is prevented from driving through arrest, then, what would have been a catastrophe in form of terrorism or accident respectively would have been stopped. 
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